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Saudi Foreign Policy Toward European Union 1990-2003 : The

""Reality and Prospects
By
Sultan Mneer Al-Harty

Supervisor

Prof. Faisal Odeh Al-Rfouh

Abstract

In this study, the researcher discuses the Saudi foreign policy toward the
European Union from 1990 t0 2003: the present and future perspectives. And
from the terminology [used, he tried to look into the future of Saudi decision
makers for the role of the European Union in the regional and international order
from the actual Saudi = Gulf — European relations during the Arab Gulf region
and its attempts to marginalize the regional force in the area, generally after the
occupation of Iraq and raising the issue of the greater middle east project,
pushing Saudi Arabian to play an effective role within the European Union as an
equivalent force to counter the so — called (American Giant ) by using oil and
European investments as a means that proved effective in the past.

The researcher based in his study on the effect of variables and factors of regional
and international policy and economy for the future of the foreign policy toward
European Union, specially in the points of agreement between both sides
regarding the bilateral relations and issues of the region is in the internal of the
European Agenda, which doesn’t conflict with Saudi Arabia in the essential
issues, resembling its relation with United States. This indicates the Saudi
Arabian need to pay attention to the European pole as an international ascending

force in the international balance, which will not last long as unilateral force.
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The study has reached to a number of results and recommendations, most
important are:
First: EU represent today — after encoding expanding, consisting of twenty five
European countries — the third demographic entity in the world after china and
India. And it is the second economic power after the United States, and it is also
the first trading power, with its economical Union determines the commercial
laws for the twenty first century.
Second: Saudi Arabia worked seriously and with determination to strengthen its
bilateral including all relations with the member of The EU. Due to geographical
closeness to Saudi Arabia and the increase of power, development and
independence of this Union, which formed international official coalition in
confronting the strongest.countriess
Third: Saudi Arabia is the one who rediscovered the impartance of neighboring
Europe, and realized the benefit and significant of | European — Saudi
cooperation, put all itsjefforts in strengthen and benefiting from this relation that
serves the Saudi interests and-contributes m-achieving-the"most significant Saudi
foreign policy objectives.
Fourth: the variables of international and regional policy in the Gulf area had
played and effective role on the Saudi foreign policy toward EU.
Fifth: the Future of Saudi foreign policy with EU is determined by the ability in
dealing with the effective factors, all together in the political, economic, and
cultural relations in the future and the imbalance between both sides in the
cooperative relations, under the current international pressure and challenges.
Imposes that both sides think about the significant of maintains these ties and to

develop these relations.
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